
handle our growing caseloads.  We 

partnered with 39 other social service 

organizations throughout the state to 

maximize the reach and impact of 

those funds. Itõs all part of keeping our 

promise.  A promise to identify and 

eliminate the root causes of poverty 

and help alleviate the impact of pov-

erty on individuals and families wher-

ever and whenever possible. 
 

ôKeeping the PromiseñHelping 

People and Changing Livesõ is the 

theme for our Annual Dinner this year. 

As we look back on the past 44 years, 

we can see that many things have 

changed ð some for the better, some 

not.  However, one thing will never 

change and that is our commitment to 

this promise of helping people and 

changing the lives of Delawareans in 

need.  

 

Summer has passed and fall is come and 

for First State Community Action Agency 

that means one thing: ANNIVERSARY 

TIME!! The year 2009 marks the agen-

cyõs 44th year of service to Delawareans 

in need.  Itõs a time of great celebration, 

a time to recognize our loyal staff, spon-

sors and community partners who make 

the programs we do possible, and a time 

to bring awareness to the issues of pov-

erty.  Itõs also a time where we generate 

support for the agencyõs ongoing efforts 

to eliminate and reduce poverty in the 

State of Delaware.  And itõs a time to 

reflect upon our Promise. 

     Since 1965, First State Community 

Action Agency has pledged to meet the 

needs of Delawareõs poor by providing 

programs of relief and hope to commu-

nities affected by poverty.  Weõve seen 

a lot over the last four decades, includ-

ing the current economic crisis that is 

sending many new faces to our agency 

and causing greater demand for ser-

vices. At the same time, weõve seen 

hard-working families we serve on a 

regular basis struggle even more as 

jobs are lost, homes are foreclosed on 

and health care and energy costs rise.  

Yet, through it all First State continues 

to help hundreds of low-income individ-

uals, families and communities every 

year achieve economic stability and self

-sufficiency. I think thatõs worth cele-

brating! 
 

   This year, we were fortunate to 

receive Economic Recovery funds to 

First State Receives Rotary Grant for Youth Programming 

First State: Still Keeping Our Promise  

First State received $1500 from the Georgetown-

Millsboro Rotary Club to assist with the agencyõs 

summer youth programming.  The Rotary organiza-

tionñwhich is based on service above selfñprovides 

monies twice a year to support local organizations 

helping people in need.  First State, was fortunate to 

be among 3 other organizations to receive an award.  

òItõs a privilege to be selected as second-year recipi-

ent,ó says Bruce Wright, manager of community-

based youth programming at First State.  First State 

announced it will utilize the monies to fund the 

òDiscovering the Dreamó programña one-week 

entrepreneurial training workshop for youth ages 10

-14.  Students learned the basics in creating a busi-

ness and gained knowledge on how to select and 

market products to sell, identify target markets, 

price items, and determine their net profit.    
This year made it the fourth year First State has 

provided this program and the youth were excited!  

So far over forty (40) youths in Sussex County have 

benefitted from the program.  Students have sold 

items from handcrafted jewelry pieces, concession 

foods, and baked goods.  òThe kids really enjoy 

going out and making money,ó said Sandi Hagans, 

coordinator of the program.  òWe all benefit from 

the fruit of their labor.ó 
     Executive Director Bernice Edwards comments, 

òI think itõs important that we teach our children 

the value of entrepreneurship. This program helps 

those kids with dreams of becoming successful busi-

ness owners actually achieve their dreams.ó What 

an awesome opportunity for our kids.   
   Special thanks goes to the Rotary organization for 

their support in making this possible.ó   
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Board of Directors 

 

¶ Peggy Strine, 

         President 

¶ Harold Stafford, 

        Vice President 

¶ Evelyn Wilson, 

        Secretary/Treasurer 

¶ H. Ranford Allen 

¶ Rev. Jonathan Baker 

¶ Beryl Barmore 

¶ Patricia Batchelor 

¶ Timothy G. Crawl-Bey 

¶ Albert Biddle 

¶ Minnie Smith-Burton 

¶ Linda Chick 

¶ Eugene Dvornick, Jr 

¶ Anne Farley 

¶ Nelson Driggus  

¶ Gail Launay 

¶ William Lecates 

¶ Roosevelt Nichols 

¶ Hattie Rucker 
 

Executive Director 

¶ Bernice M. Edwards 

òPeople Helping People Build 

Community.ó 

FIRST STATE COMMUNIT Y ACTION AGENCY  

The Promise of 

Community Action 

 

 
òCommunity Action 

changes peopleõs lives, 

embodies the spirit of 

hope, improves 

communities, and makes 
America a better place 

to live.  We care about 

the entire community 

and we are dedicated to 

helping people help 

themselves and each 

other.ó 

Bernice Edwards 

2009 Grant recipients and leaders (l-r):  Rotary Club President Bill Purnell; 

Shirley Hickey of U-Count; Aaron Scott, Charles òBuzzõ Matthews and 

Shamirea Sheppard of Georgetown Boys & Girls Club; Bernice Edwards and 

Bruce Wright of First State Community Action Agency, Kathy Macklin of 

Alzheimerõs Association, and Ray Hopkins Grant Chairman. 
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 ARRA  Recipients  
Recently, the State of Delaware received 

$5 million in Community Services Block 

Grant (CSBG) Stimulus dollars to boost the 

stateõs economy and meet the economic 

and employment needs of Delawareans 

impacted by the recession. For families 

struggling all the more to put food on table 

or to pay their mortgage, these monies will  
provide much needed assistance and peace 

of mind. 
     A 38 year old single mother of two 

comments. òItõs easier to breathe when you 

donõt have to worry about paying the elec-

tric bill versus putting gas in the car.  Should 

I buy groceries for food or pay last monthõs 

rent instead?  In my opinion, S-T-I-M-U-L-U-

S spells Relief.ó 
     The CSBG stimulus monies fall under 

the umbrella of President Obamaõs Ameri-

can Recovery and Reinvestment Act 

(Recovery Act), more popularly known as 

the Stimulus package which was enacted in 

February 2009.   
     By federal law, Community Action 

Agencies nationally, including First State 

Community Action Agency, were entrusted 

with the task of determining what programs 

will be funded with a portion of the monies.  

First Stateõs position as the only Communi-

ty Action Agency in Delaware under the 

auspices of the law made us the primary 

beneficiaries of the stimulus dollars. First 

State was allotted $4,950,000 dollars of the 

dollars to disperse  and/or use.   
      òIt is our goal to make Delaware a 

model state for administering the ARRA 

funds with successful outcomes,ó said Ber-

nice Edwards, Executive Director.   
     First State retained $706,545 (14%) for 

in-house expansion of its existing the Adult 

and youth culinary arts training program, 

food pantry and emergency services as well 

as the creation of new community-based 

programs and services. The newly devel-

oped programs include three afterschool 

programs in Kent & Sussex County, a pris-

oner re-entry program and a mortgage/credit 

counseling program.  The remaining CSBG 

Stimulus dollars were then awarded to other 

non-profit and faith-based organizations 

through a one time, competitive grant pro-

cess.  
      òThis was an enormous task and one we 
took seriously, Edwards stated. We worked 

closely with our board members, state gov-

ernment, and community members to deter-

mine where the funds will make the most 

impact.ó 
    Last May, First State partnered with the 

Delaware Department of Health and Social 

Services Division of State Service Centers to 

issue a public announcement of the availability 

of these funds.  A special proposal review 

committee of ten highly diverse and capable 

individuals was formed. After days of exhaust-

ing deliberations, the committee awarded the 

remaining $4,243,455 to thirty nine (39) or-

ganizations across the state for the creation 

and expansion of important programs and 

much needed services. These projects would 

help revitalize distressed communities, pro-

vide education and positive alternatives  to 

young people, and create jobs for those un-

employed and underemployed. Altogether, 

these stimulus-supported programs would 

come as a big help to the thousands of individ-

uals and families in Delaware whoõve lost their 

jobs during the recession, not to mention, the 

smaller and oftentimes overlooked communi-

ties like Coverdale Crossroads and Capital 

Green which house some of the stateõs poor-

est children.  
     òThese are programs that may help rescue 

communities and save lives,ó said Edwards. 
      Peggy Strine, Board President of First 

State Community Action Agency also com-

ments. òAlthough funding for these Stimulus-

supported programs is set to only last 12 

months, we hope that the impact is ongoing.  

We hope these dollars help create major 

progress in the economy while at the same 

First State among others receive Stimulus Awards  
39 organizations received extra funds to boost the economy and the poor 

time, enrich communities and empower 

individuals for years thereafter.ó     
     First State is grateful to our congressional 

delegation for recognizing the role that Com-

munity Action Agencies play in the communi-

ties and for wholly supporting the Stimulus 

legislation to help Delaware. 

 

Grassroots Initiative  
Lutheran Community Services 

Newark Senior Center 

Limen House, Inc. 

West End Neighborhood House, Inc. 

Beautiful Gate Outreach Center 

The Arc of Delaware 

West Rehoboth Land Trust 

The DELAWARE HELPLINE 

Community Legal Aid 

Nanticoke Senior Center, Inc. 

Catholic Charities, Inc. 

Sussex Child Health Promotion 

Claymont Community Center 

CHEER, Inc 

Brandywine Counseling 

The Way Home 

 

Youth Development  
U of D Cooperative Extension (4-H project) 

Delaware Futures, Inc. 

Boys & Girls Club/Merit 

Connecting Generations, Inc 

West End Neighborhood House, Inc. 

Serviam Girls Academy 

 

Job Creation  
Literacy Volunteers Serving Adults 
West End Neighborhood House, Inc. (Micro 

Contractor Certification) 

Latin American Community Center 

Gateway House, Inc. 

Neighborhood House, Inc. 

T.E.A.C.H.ðChildren and Families First 

Dover Interfaith Mission for Housing, Inc. 
Connection Community Support Programs, 

Inc. 

Wilmington Hope Commission 

La Esperanza 

Delaware Center for Horticulture 
Goodwill of Delaware and Delaware County 

(Computer Tech) 

Hogar Crea International of Delaware 

The Ministry of Caring 

Food Bank 

New Castle County Pride (Library) 
New Castle County Pride (Job Training) 

(L-R) First State Board Vice-Chair Harold Stafford, Executive 

Director Bernice Edwards and U.S. Senator Tom Carper. 



GeorgetownñFirst State Com-

munity Action Agencyõs Summer 
Enrichment Camp hosted its end 

of summer celebration event on 

July 30, 2009 at the Georgetown 

Elementary School. The event 

recognized 110 of it participants 

ages 6 ð 14 for their participation 

and achievements throughout the 

program.    
     The celebration would turn out 

to be the first of its kind highlight-

ing the studentõs learning and 

accomplishments with an awards 

show, art display and star-studded 

musical performances. One 

wouldõve thought it was the 

Georgetown Grammys! Happy 

parents, family members and 

friends filled the auditorium as 

nervous and excited kids awaited 

their cue to enter the stage.  It 

would be the summer campõs 

biggest student musical perfor-

mance everña combination of 

choreographed cultural dances 

stemming from Africa to Asia and 

Central America, as well as a 

heartwarming tribute to the late 
Michael Jackson, King of Pop.  

The reenactment of Jacksonõs 

Motown 25th anniversary perfor-

mance had the crowd on its feet 

when 13 year old Davon Justice, 

as if on ice, moon-walked across 

the stage!  

   Other highlights of the event 

included an decorative display 

of student projectsña Trap 

Pond art display, an American 

Flag created by handprints, and 

a wax figure display that ôcame 

to life.ó 
     The theme of the event was 

òWe are the WorldéWe are 

the Future,ó a phrase inspired 

by the 1980õs hit song, We are 

the World co-written and per-

formed by Michael Jackson and 

Lionel Richie.  The song about 

world peace was selected to 

depict the programõs focus on 

personal growth, diversity, 

peace and service. For the 

finale, the children  marched 

around the auditorium with 

positive messages in hand. One 

by one they strode to the 

rhythm of the tune holding high 

signs that spelled words like 

Peace, Respect, Love one Another, 

and Service. It was a tear-jerking 

moment and a perfect close to 

a wonderful program.  
     Afterwards, guests were 

treated to a bountiful potluck 

lunch of ethnic dishes prepared 

by students and their parents. 

Talk about Mmm Mmm Good! 
 

Reflections... 
    The 5-week summer enrich-

ment program which began 

June 29th provided local youth 

of different backgrounds with 

educational, recreational, social 

and character building activi-

ties. Youth participated in all 

kinds of fun classes and activi-

ties like the Kids USA course 

(a self esteem workshop), the 

ALLSTARS program (which focuses on prevention for at-risk 

youth and character building), Spanish enrichment, a week-

long cooking program funded by the Department of Labor, 

drama and art classes, reading and computer classes,  trivia 

challenges, sports, physical fitness, AND MORE!  Talk about a 

action-packed summer! Weekly field trips were among the 

favorites of summer activities. Camp participants visited the 

Naval Academy, Abbottõs Mills, Fort Delaware, Killenõs Pond, 

Trap Pond and the Delaware State Fair.  To be sure students 

learned while having fun, trips were coupled with educational 

activities, craft projects, and games before, during and after 

each trip.   
     This yearõs summer camp was unique in fostering an atmos-

phere of diversity, cultural awareness and integrationñthe 

outcome of a joint merge between two of First Stateõs com-

munity-based programs. Students and staff of La Casitaõs 

Homework assistance program joined forces with students 

from Richard Allenõs Afterschool program to create one of 

their most diverse and successful camps yet.  Joe McCarron, 
Program Coordinator of the La Casita Homework program 

and assistant-coordinator of the camp, comments. òOur goal 

was to create a program that would not only focus on recrea-

tion, education, and personal development, but also have all 

the benefits of learning and social interaction that diversity 

yields.ó 
    From the first day of the program to the closing celebra-

tion, the camp proved to be a success. Students learned AND 

had fun doing it. Aptly 

summed in the words of an  

8 year old participant...  

òSummer camp ROCKED!ó   

SUMMER CAMP 2009 -Celebrations  & Reflections 

A summer to remember...  
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12 year-old Kara McKenzie:  My camp experience was the 

best experience this whole summer. I learned a lot of new things.  

I learned that you should never under estimate people and I 

learned that every body is different and no two people are alike.  

There were some fun things that the camp did.  They offered 

educational activities that challenged our skills.  There was Jeop-

ardy, building boats, and cooking with a top chef.  That challenged 

me!  I loved all the experiences; there were some that I didnõt 

enjoy as much but I always learned something.  On the field trip to 

Trap Pond it was very hot and I didnõt like all the bugs but I 

learned a lot.  I learned it was man made pond and that the lily 

pads were put into the pond.  I made a lot of new friends and 

learned different cultures and religions.  I liked how they opened 

many ways to learn new stuff but still keep it fun.  The summer 

was great and Iõm glad that I got to spend it here with my new 

friends and the new teacher and helpers.  I am very glad I was 

signed up to be in this camp.ó 

Shannon Bowers, 12 year old: The First State summer camp 

was a wonderful experience for me.  When I first arrive I thought 

to myself ôthis is just going to be regular summer camp like all the 

others.õ  However it was educational, experimental, enjoyable, and 

rewarding.  I was impressed by the professionalism of the camp 

counselorséthey were very open, friendly, courteous, and made 

sure everyone was treated with respect. There was never a mo-

ment in which I mentioned being bored.  Each day I looked forward 

to coming to camp. We took on a cooking class for a week.  I 

really enjoyed that we were able to cook different cuisines from all 

over the world!!!!  Other classes I enjoyed were the drama and art 

class (they were very fun). I am very thankful for the opportunity to 

be a part of this camp and I look forward to attending next year.     


