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Board of Directors 

 

¶ Peggy Strine, 

         President 

¶ Harold Stafford, 

        Vice President 

¶ Evelyn Wilson, 

        Secretary/Treasurer 

¶ Rev. Jonathan Baker 

¶ Beryl Barmore 

¶ Patricia Batchelor 

¶ Timothy G. Crawl-Bey 

¶ Albert Biddle 

¶ Minnie Smith-Burton 

¶ Linda Chick 

¶ Eugene Dvornick, Jr 

¶ Anne Farley 

¶ Nelson Driggus  

¶ Gail Launay 

¶ William LeCates 

¶ Roosevelt Nichols 

¶ Hattie Rucker 

¶ Dr. Marlene Saunders 

¶ Dr. Gwendoline Angalet 

¶ Rev. Winton Hill 
 

Executive Director 

òPeople Helping People Build 

Community.ó 

FIRST STATE COMMUNIT Y ACTION AGENCY  

The Promise of 

Community Action 

 

 
òCommunity Action 

changes peopleõs lives, 

embodies the spirit of 

hope, improves 

communities, and makes 
America a better place 

to live.  We care about 

the entire community 

and we are dedicated to 

helping people help 

themselves and each 

other.ó 

 

First State Community Action Agen-

cy, a statewide anti-poverty nonprofit 

organization dedicated to helping low

-income individuals to a better way of 

life (achieve self-sufficiency) is pleased 

to welcome three new members to 

its Board of Directors. Dr. Gwendo-

line Angalet, Reverend Winton M. 

Hill III, and Dr. Marlene Anita Saun-

ders will join 17 othersñeach repre-

senting the private, public, or con-

sumer sector of the communities 

First State servesñto assist in policy 

making, strategic planning, executive 

management and governance of the 

organization.   

 
Board President Peggy Strine states, 

òThese individuals not only demon-

strate strong leadership and exper-

tise, they also embody a philanthropic 

spirit, values, and passion for helping 

people that is reflected in their com-

mitment to public service.  I am con-

fident they will help First State effec-

tively and successfully achieve its 

purpose.ó 

Gwendolyn B õGwenó Angalet, PhD,  

Senior Advisor Nemours Public Health 

(Private) 
 

In the different roles that I have played during my 
career, I have had a long association with First 

State Community Action Agency. I accepted the 
appointment to the Board because I want to work 

more directly with the organizationõs leadership to 

sustain the positive impact that it is having in 
helping Delawareõs children and families achieve a 

higher quality of life.  

Rev. Winton Hill III   

Presiding Elder in Delaware A.M.E. Churches 

(Consumer) 
 

A former board member, chairperson, and faith-
based coordinator of a Connecticut CAP agency, 

Reverend Hill continues to demonstrate his com-
mitment to helping community action agencies 
fulfill its promise of helping people and changing 

lives. òThe plight of the economically disadvan-

taged population is a real passion for me,ó he says.  

Marlene Anita Saunders, D. S.W.   

Professor at Delaware State University 

(Public) 
 

Dr. Saunderõs acceptance of the invitation to join 
First Stateõs board is based on her view that citi-

zens ð professional and non-professional ð have a 
civic obligation to use their talents, and skills to 
assist non-profit organizations in achieving their 

vision, mission, goals and objectives. She earnestly 
believes Dr. Kingõs mantra, òEveryone can be great 

because everyone can serve.ó 

Summer and Fall are blazing with excitement & activitiesé 

 

In this Summer and Fall edition, you will see some of the ways First State contin-

ues to make a difference, the people involved, and the opportunities that await 

those with a desire to empower the local communities. For us, strengthening 

our communities encompasses three things: 1) Vision 2) a Strong Governing 

Board, and 3) the Renovation of our building, which must stand strong if First 

State is to continue delivering on its promise to help impoverished children, 

youth, and families to stand strong.  Read about our programs, learn about our 

capital campaign, and join our local efforts to help those in need.  And remem-

ber, òWe can do together what we cannot do alone.ó Bernice Edwards 

First State Welcomes 

New Board Members 

Message from the Director 
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Culinary Arts Celebrates Summer Graduates 

 
The course, taught by Chef Instructor Phillip Harris (center) 

provided 16 students with certified culinary arts training, job 

development skills, and job placement assistance.  Students use 

their knowledge to find jobs in the foodservice industry or 

start/expand their own businesses.  So far, 70% of the gradu-

ates have obtained jobs in the field. The program is funded by 

the Department of Labor and administered by First State.  For 

more information about the Culinary Arts Program, contact 

MaryAnn Morris at 302-856-7761 ext 166. 

Hollywood  invades Delaware 

 
Celebrity guests, including BET host òFree,ó actor Clifton Powell, R&B recording artists 

John Brown, Jeremih, and Letoya Luckett, and TV icons Angela & Vanessa Simmons invaded 

the first state for the 3rd Annual Youth Summit sponsored by Delaware Prevention Net-

work Association and Duffyõs Hope.  The stars talked with over 600 teens from Delaware 

and NJñinclduing 20 youth from First Stateõs DPN afterschool programñdiscussing cur-

rent issues facing todayõs youth.  Teens engaged in interactive, open dialogue workshops on 

topics such as underage drinking and prescription drug  abuse, dating and relationships, 

HIV/AIDS and STD prevention, as well as financial issues.  The goal of the summit is to give 

teens a voice to articulate these issues in their communities, to provide them with infor-

mation that will encourage positive and critical thinking skills, and to promote self-respect 

and self-esteem.  Special thanks goes to First State Community Action Agency for trans-

porting the teens to the conference. 

I saw what you did this summer...  

Senator Carper Visits Summer Enrichment Camp 

GEORGETOWN, De.- Senator Carper spent his after-

noon entertaining young artistic minds and giving them a 

few pointers about pastels, paints, and even marine life. 

 
For the past nine years this art program has been offered 

to children grades one through eight in Sussex County. 

Executive Director Bernice Edwards says children involved in art tend to 

build socialization and leadership skills. "They feel if 'I can do well in this 

subject then I can do well in another subject,' and I think it really builds 

confidence in the students," she said. 

 
Some studies show children involved in art also test higher in math and 

English. 

 
Senator Carper thinks the program is great. He says it has a lot of benefits, 

but the knowledge they are gaining through the activities is what matters 
the most. 

 
"Here they are in a safe environment, they are learning, they will finish up 

the summer with a special program and they will go back to school this fall, 

not further behind but actually a bit ahead, so it works on a lot of different 

levels," he said. 

 
For many children like 7-year-old Preston Wise, this program helps them 

to stay active in a subject that is slowly decreasing inside the classrooms. 

 
"My favorite thing is to color and play games, and I have fun with this pro-

gram," he said. 

 
The Rehoboth Art League has provided the program with its instructors 

and art supplies.  They say the program, has nearly doubled the art expo-

sure and participation for children. 

About 20 students gathered around art league member and printmak-

ing artist John C. Murray to paint rubber fish and press them onto 

papers to make prints.  Students learned about sunfish, bass, carp, and 

other types of marine life as part of a learning activity preparing them 

for a trip to Cape Henlopen State Park.  Major funding for the sum-

mer camp was provided by Bank of America and the American Re-

covery and Reinvestment Act which costs about $10,000 per year for 

all students.  ñ Alyana Gomez (WMDT) 
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2010 College Tour:   
Early August, First State spon-

sored a college tour visit for 13 

Sussex County high school stu-

dents in grades 9 through 12.  
 

The students explored 5 colleges 

and universities along the eastern seaboard including University of 

Maryland Eastern Shore, Old Dominion University, Norfolk State, 

Virginia Wesleyan, and Christopher Newport University.  Com-

munity-based program manager and coordinator of the college 

tours  Sandi Hagans said, òWe want to encourage our children to 

go to college and expose them to various educational opportuni-

ties that will help them make it there. Visiting a college or univer-

sity is an important part of the college preparation process.ó 
 

Studentõs comment:  
òThis college tour gave me a lot of information that I never knew 

about all the different colleges around home. The next two years 

of school will be the most important thing that will decide how I 

will live life,ó ñMichael L. Hatten Jr (11th grade, Seaford) 

 
This college tour gave me a better 

insight into college life, tuition, 

financial aid, and to my future.  It 

helped me to make a decision as to 

what type of college I would like to 

attend.ó ñAlexis Lasharia Spence  

(11th grade, Seaford) 

 

óI enjoyed learning what I need to do to get into college.ó  

ñArnissa Gibson-Barnes (10th grade, Cool Springs) 

Today, 69 year old Thelma White can rest easy.  Ms. White recently received some necessary home repairs thanks 

to helpful information and assistance from First Stateõs Community Development Department regarding the home 

rehab services that Sussex County Housing & Development provides to help 

qualified, low-income residents.  Likewise, many residents have taken ad-

vantage of these services  and those that qualify are getting assistance.   

 
It became clear Ms. White needed the repairs. Forty-four years of harsh 

environmental conditions had taken its toll on her mobile home.  Rust de-

posits had caused unsightly corrosion to her old siding.  Hot summers and cold winters were 

especially hard, as she experienced drafts or air coming through her windows and doors and 

disproportionately high energy bills.  Inside where deterioration found itõs place, new flooring 

and cabinets were needed, as well as carpet and panels.   

 
In June, Ms. White received renovations inside & outside on her trailer through the office of 

Sussex County Housing & Development. They sent out contractors to complete full alumi-

num siding around outside of house, add insulation, replace old windows, and install kitchen 

cabinets, paneling in the living room, and carpeting 

throughout parts of the house.  Ms. Thelma was very 

pleased with the work and appreciated the assistance 

from the CDS (Community Development Specialist) on 

all the work that 

she did to make 

this happen. 

Before and After Photos of the 

Ms. Whiteõs Home Repair 

BEFOREBEFOREññrust rust 

and corrosion and corrosion   

AFTERAFTERññfrontfront   

AFTERAFTERññbackback  

BEFOREBEFOREññback back   

Repairing Homes...Improving Lives  

Twenty Minutes:  
Georgetownñ G. Lloyd Morris, 

writer and filmmaker originally 

from Los Angeles, CA, visited 

First State to talk with community 

residents and to share his short 

film, 20 minutes: an American 

story, which depicts the real-life 

struggles of individuals transition-

ing from prison. Over 50 guests 

attended the presentation.  

 
Family Resource (reentry) Coordinator Wade Jones  said, òI 

believe the presentation was enlightening for everyone: commu-

nity and family members, ex-offenders and those who work with 

them.ó Jones added, òunderstanding the personal and societal 

challenges these men and women face can give us all insight on 

how to help them reintegrate successfully in society and not go 

back to jail.ó  

    
Lynn Bates from Millsboro, could identify with some of the hard-

ships ex-offenders go through.  Bates who was released just 10 

months ago said, òa majority go back doing the same thing be-

cause they go back to the same neighborhoods around the same 

people doing the wrong things.  A lot of times, they have the 

wrong mindset. I think for a person to really stay on the right 

track, ALL of that has to change.ó  

 
She adds, òAs for me, I have too much to lose...I have a place 

now, a job, and a lot of support.  I think this film will give hope 

those in prison now and those who will soon be released...But 

really, change is up to the person.ó 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_1SiiQavYvcE/SwFo55U7jrI/AAAAAAAABBw/m59HGzIXb64/s1600/IMG_0355.jpg
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CƛǊǎǘ {ǘŀǘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !Ŏǝƻƴ !ƎŜƴŎȅ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǝǊŜƭŜǎǎƭȅ ŦƻǊ пр ȅŜŀǊǎ 
ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ƻǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǝƴƎ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ 
ǘƘŜ ŜũŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ōȅ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǎŜƭŦ-ǎǳŶŎƛŜƴǘΦ 

 
²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ 

Over the years, we have met our communityõs ever-increasing needs for emergency 

assistance, food, housing, medical care, jobs training, employment, after-school pro-

grams, and assistance for the elderly. We did this by adding programming, partners, 

and staff, but we have been able to make only minimal updates to our building. 

 

 

 

 
Now, due to the recession and its lingering effects, calls for vital social services have spiked 

throughout Sussex County, and we have had to grow more rapidly than any time in our his-

tory to meet the need. Despite the cramped, 70-year-old substandard facility in which we 

have had to work, we have done our best to adapt to the hazardous environment and space 

limitations, so we could deliver on the promise that all who reached out to us would be 

served in a timely manner. 

 
But we now have to ask many who turn to us for help to wait, when having to wait even a 

few hours, let alone a day, can be devastating. As important, we have to service our clients in 

a run-down, cramped environment, which does little to inspire hope or promote aspiration. 

 

 
We have served 5,500 clients in the past year, and we can see that the number of 

people needing our services will almost double in the next 24 months ñ that means 

being able to respond to the needs of approximately 2,000 new clients each year. 

 

 
We are determined to continue building stronger communities together by making 

sure our vital services remain available and accessible. We have the passion to deliver 

on that promise. 

 

What we no longer have at our Sussex County headquarters is the physical capacity to deliver on that promise... 

 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ŎǊƛǝŎŀƭ ƧǳƴŎǘǳǊŜΦ ²Ŝ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƻǊ Ŏǳǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ τ 
ŀƴŘ ŎǳǩƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǾƛŀōƭŜ ƻǇǝƻƴΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴΣ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀǘ ǊƛǎƪΦ 

 
²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ {ǇŀŎŜ ǘƻ {ŜǊǾŜΦΦΦ ! tƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ LƴǎǇƛǊŜǎΦΦΦ 
! {ǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 
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Our community will benefit from a 

2,700 sq. ft. state-of-the-art Communi-

ty Resource and Training Center, which 

will be available to community 

groups, training and educational or-

ganizations, and the faith community.  

Here, First State will be able to offer 

training, counseling, education, and 

homeownership workshops to the 

communityõs most needy families. 

And in this space, we will provide 

appropriate resources, emergency 

services (including food), and other 

programs to help support and em-

power the poor. 

! tw!/¢L/![Σ /h{¢-9CC9/¢L±9 ¢²h-tI!{9 w9bh±!¢Lhb t[!b 

With the focus on preventing service interruption, the plan for renovation is divided into 

two phases that, when complete, will produce a safe, secure, modern, energy-efficient, 

uplifting environment, where all environmental deficiencies are updated and corrected. 

Community Resource 

& Training Center 

/!at!LDb twhDw9{{  

Each member of the Board of Directors, as well as staff and several others 

in our community, have helped us get the campaign off to a good start in 

the spring and summer of 2010, giving us a starting total upwards of 

$130,000. 
 

We have a long way to go to reach the project total of $ 900,000.  
 

   We hope you will participate at a financial 

level that reflects your recognition of the 

role First State plays in your life, the life of 

your family, friends, and neighbors, and in 

the life of our shared community. 
{Ih² ¸h¦w {¦tthw¢ 

For a Contribution Pledge Form, which provides 

the opportunity to make a single payment by 

check or credit cardñor scheduled contribu-

tionsñand informs you about naming opportuni-

ties, please call First State Community Action 

Agency at 302-856-7761. 

Donations can be mailed to:   
 

First State Community Action Agency 

Capital Campaign 

P.O. Box 877  

Georgetown, Delaware 19947 
 

Updates will include: new fire suppression and alarm system, 

new emergency lighting, new insulation, high-efficiency HVAC 

and lighting systems, and bathroom facilities and entryways 

that meet and/or exceed current ADA standards. 
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Senior Employment Program receives 

grant from Department of Labor  
 
First Stateõs Senior Employment Program received $295,300 

in additional grant funding from the Department of Labor 

to help more low-income individuals 55 and over seeking 

employment.  Altogether, their funding totals $1,080,668 

which will enable the program to provide on-the-job training 

and subsidize income support to 114 Sussex County seniors 

enrolled in the program. 

 
òFor unemployed older persons, finding a job in this econo-

my is tough,ó says program manager Roy Hazzard. 

òCompetition with a younger workforce makes landing a job 

more difficult despite their skills or  experience.  The Senior 

Employment program provides these individuals the oppor-

tunity to use their skills, obtain new job training, and earn 

some much needed income.  And the with the additional 

funds, more seniors in our struggling county will benefit.ó 

 
Hazzard noted that the program is currently recruiting indi-

viduals  for enrollment.  For more information contact 302-

856-7761. 

 

Mortgage Default Program offered again in  

Sussex County   
 

After October 1, 2010, Mortgage Default Counseling will be offered 

in Sussex County for homeowners who are past due on their mort-

gage or think they may become past due.  There will be no fee for 

this service.  Contact Ponciano Richard at 302-674-1355 or Prich-

ard@firststatecaa.org for dates and more info. 

 
Live in New Castle County?  Visit our website at 

www.firststatecaa.org for mortgage default classes in your area. 

Housing Workshops ñfor existing and potential 

homeowners  
Offered every month in Sussex, Kent & New Castle 

Counties   

 
See our website or call 302-674-1355 for  Housing Workshops and 

Financial Literacy Seminars in your area.  

The Senior Companion Program is celebrating  

29 years! 
 
Join us for a special luncheon 

honoring our senior volunteers 

(companions) on Thursday, Oc-

tober 7th at the Modern Maturity 

Center in Dover beginning at 

11:00am.   

 
For additional information, con-

tact Connie Matthews or Shelley 

Jackson at 302-856-7761.  

First State is proud to announce  

THE SENIOR  

MEDICARE  

PROGRAM  
 

One on One help with a 

Trained Counselor.   
 
For Questions and/or to make an Appointment, call Gerry 

Horsey at 302 -856-7761 ext 130  

 

 NEW  

EMPOWERING SENIORS TO PREVENT HEALTHCARE 

FRAUD  

Funded in part by Delaware Health and Social Services 

Stop Fraud Protection Statement Questions 

Billing Issues Eliminate Medicare Waste 

VISIT OUR  

CAREER CLOSET  
308 North Railroad Ave 

Georgetown, Delaware 

 

Open Tuesday ñ Friday  

10:00am - 4:30pm  

 

Affordable Å Professional  

Attire for Men and Women 

 

 

 

 

Dress for Success... 

Dress for Less!! 

HEôS BACK!! 
 

G. Lloyd Morris is back to pre-

sent his critically acclaimed short 

film that has everybody talkingé 

 

 20 Minutes   
An American Tale 

 

 

Tuesday, September 28th  

10:00am - 12:00pm 

CHEER Center 
20520 Sand Hill Rd, Georgetown, DE    

 

RSVP to Wade Jones 302-856-

7761 ext 113 by September 

24th  

Celebrating Older Workers Week  
Sunday September 19th  - Saturday September 25th 

 

Take the time to honor older workers! The Senior Employ-

ment Program at First State will be recognizing older work-

ers during a special program on Wednesday, September 22 

in Georgetown, DE.  
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First Stateõs BackFirst Stateõs Back-- 22-- School DriveSchool Drive   
Monday August 30th 2010   

 
In an effort to help low-income children start the school year right, First State, in partnership 

with Delta Sigma Theta Inc, distributed new backpacks and school supplies to more than 500 

school-aged youth in Sussex and Kent Counties.  Here are just a few photos to capture the day. 

International Luncheon  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Enjoy a pot-luck style lunch with us from 12pmñ2pm, 

Friday October 1st  at First Stateõs Central Sussex build-

ing, (206 N Race Street Georgetown DE).  Cost is $8 

per person.  Proceeds will go towards First Stateõs pro-

grams and services.   

 
For tickets and more information, contact Helen Dray-

ton at 302-856-7761 ext 149. 

50/50 Raffle  
 

Enter for your chance to Win the Grand Prize  

CASH  
éand weõre talking BIG money!!   

 
Buy a book of 6 tickets for just $5.  Raffle will continue 

from now until the prize drawing on Monday November 

15th at our Annual Dinner event  

(you do not need to be present to win).  

 
Winner takes 50% of earnings while 

the remaining proceeds will go to 

support First Stateõs Capital  

Renovations Project.   
 
Call 302-856-7761 for tickets. 



GEORGETOWN OFFICE 

Stanford L. Bratton Bldg. 

P.O. Box 877 

308 N. Railroad Ave. 

Georgetown, DE 19947 

Phone: (302) 856-7761 

Fax: (302) 856-2599 

Fax: (302) 856-2599 

DOVER OFFICE 

Blue Hen Corporate Center 

655 Bay Road, Suite 4J 

Dover, DE 19947 

Phone: (302) 674-1355 

Fax: (302) 674-5229 

FIRST STATE 

COMMUNITY 

ACTION AGENCY  

People Helping People Build Community. 

WILMINGTON OFFICE 

Rosehill Community Center 

19 Lambson Lane, Suite 8 

New Castle, DE 19720 

Phone: (302) 498-0454 

Fax: (302) 575-1409 

 

 
First State is proud to be 
a part of United Way.  Our 

book number is 9147 

 
 

2010 ANNUAL DINNER  
  

Monday, November 15, 2010  
Modern Maturity Center Å 22151 Forrest Ave 

Dover, DE  

5:30pm  
 

 

òTHE POWER OF PARTNERSHIPSó 
 
Over the years, First State Community Action Agency (First State) has formed a variety of collaborations 

to enhance our ability to help people and change lives.  And in this difficult economy, toppled with the 

struggles of our consumers, these partnerships have taken on even more significance. 

 
We invite you to join us in recognizing the value, power, and impact of our partnerships on low-income 

impoverished communities as we also commemorate the agencyõs 45 year history of dedicated service to 

low-income Delawareans.    

 
Tickets are $50 per person and includes food, entertainment, and auctions.  Sponsorship opportunities 

are available.  A cash prize drawing will be held on this night (see p. 7 for details). 
 

To RSVP or for more information, contact Gail Purnell at 302-856-7761 ext 103. 

 

Weõre on the Web! 

www.firststatecaa.org 

GREAT NEWS!  GREAT NEWS!    
 

We now accept credit 

card donations ! We 

can process an one-time 

donation or even recur-

ring payments. Youõll 

even be able to donate 

online!  Contact 302-856-

7761 ext 118 for more 

details. 


