
and  provided over 20 bags of gifts 

and necessities to disadvantaged 

children during Christmas!    
     I am proud to say that through 

giving First State Community Action 
Agency has impacted and inspired 

the lives of many in Delaware. I 
would be remiss if I didnõt 

acknowledge our loyal staff, board 
members, community partners and 

friends of First State who, despite 
the continuous hardships of this 

economy, have supported us in 
providing help and encouragement 

to those in need...Without you, none 
of this would be possible.  Thank 

you. 
     My friends, may we continue in 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Tisõ the Season to be jolly!!  Itõs a new 
seasonñA Season of Change, Hope, 

Joy and GIVING!  Nothing could be 
more true than the old adage which 

states, òIt is better to give than to 
receive.ó  My friends, giving is what itõs 

all about.   

     Throughout the season, First State 
made it a priority to embody the Spirit 

of Giving.  With every effort, weõve 
purposed to find encouraging ways to 

give back to our communities and be a 
blessing to the families during the 

holidays. Instead of a disheartened 

and grim countenance, we wanted to 

see the happy faces of little children 
playing with giftsñsomething their 

parents didnõt think they could afford 
this year. We wanted to see incarcer-

ated fathers given a second chance 
to be dads and hope for a brighter 

future outside prison walls. And we 
wanted to show seniors in Delaware 

that we care about them and that 

they are not forgotten.   
    Moreover, this year has fostered 

new opportunities and wonderful 
partnerships. In December, First 

State proudly partnered with Good-
will of Delaware & Delaware County 

and Payless Stores to provide shoes 
to low income children in Sussex 
County.  And for the first time ever, 

First State was named a 2009 recipi-
ent of WBOCõs Bless Our Children 

Want to Help Those in Need?  Donate to First State 

 Tis the Season to be Giving  

Every three years, we examine the changing needs 

of the low-income population we serve and poverty 
in our community. Program development and the 

services to be offered the poor are based on the 
needs of the community. Funding opportunities are 

sought from both public and private sources.  

 
Over the last 44 years, First State has depended 

mostly on government program funding. However, 
government funding for many of our most im-

portant programs is expected to decrease dramati-
cally over the next few months while the needs of 

the poor continue to rise. Without additional sup-
port, this decrease in government funding will im-

pact our ability to effectively assist the poor, leaving 
little support for the programs that serve the ever-

growing caseloads of people in need. 

 

Now, more than ever, we are turning to the com-
munity for support.  Wonõt you help us to help 
those who are struggling to make ends meet?  You 

can help them find hope and opportunity for a bet-

ter tomorrow by donating.  
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Board of Directors 
 

¶ Peggy Strine, 
         President 

¶ Harold Stafford, 

        Vice President 

¶ Evelyn Wilson, 
        Secretary/Treasurer 

¶ H. Ranford Allen 

¶ Rev. Jonathan Baker 

¶ Beryl Barmore 

¶ Patricia Batchelor 

¶ Timothy G. Crawl-Bey 

¶ Albert Biddle 

¶ Minnie Smith-Burton 

¶ Linda Chick 

¶ Eugene Dvornick, Jr 

¶ Anne Farley 

¶ Nelson Driggus  

¶ Gail Launay 

¶ William Lecates 

¶ Roosevelt Nichols 

¶ Hattie Rucker 

 
Executive Director 

¶ Bernice M. Edwards 

òPeople Helping People Build 

Community.ó 

FIRST STATE COMMUNIT Y ACTION AGENCY  

The Promise of 

Community Action 
 

 

òCommunity Action 
changes peopleõs lives, 

embodies the spirit of 
hope, improves 

communities, and makes 
America a better place 

to live.  We care about 
the entire community 

and we are dedicated to 
helping people help 

themselves and each 

other.ó 

Bernice Edwards 

Monetary Support  
Checks payable to First State CAA  may be mailed 

to: 

First State Community Action Agency  

Attn: Bernice Edwards 

308 North Railroad Avenue 
Georgetown, DE 19947 

 

Other Accepted Donations  

¶Non-perishable food items. 

¶Used vehicles in good condition to transport  

  clients to programs and for Cars for Careers. 

¶Computers and printers for classroom use. 

¶Office furniture. 

¶Used clothing in good condition for our Career 

  Closet. 

 
For more information on how you can help, 

please contact:  
Bernice Edwards, First State Executive Director  

(302) 856-7761ext 102  
 

We are a non -profit 501 (c) 3 organization .  
All donations are tax deductible .  
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Doverð  
On Monday No-

vember 16, 2009, 
First State Com-

munity Action 
Agency celebrated 

its 44th year of 
service to Dela-

wareans in need 
with a dinner and 

recognition cere-
mony. The Annual 

Dinner is designed 
to commemorate 

the agency's ac-
complishments, recognize staff, community 

partners, and sponsors of the agency, bring 
awareness to issues of poverty as well as gar-

ner funds to sustain First State's ongoing efforts 
to help empower low-income families and dis-

advantaged communities. Among those hon-
ored were Mr. and Mrs. Gary and Karen 

McCrea (Community Partners Award) and 
Representative Daniel Short (Legislative 

Award).  Staff member Mrs. Barbara Harmon 
was the 2009 recipient of First State's Employ-

ee of the Year award and Board President 
Peggy Strine received the agency's prestigious 
Stanford L. Bratton Award for community ser-

vice. More than three hundred guests attended 
the annual event. Delaware's Lt. Governor 

Matt Denn and Don Mathis, President/CEO of 
the National Community Action Partnership 

(Washington, D.C.) were among the distin-
guished guests to offer special greetings.  

Highlights of the event included silent and live 

auctions lead by Representative Dave Wilson 
as the guest auctioneer and former Delaware 

Lt. Governor John C. Carney Jr. (assists with 
the eveningõs auction) as a bid spotter.  Musical 

performances by Gospel recording artist 
Eunice Wright and Anonymuz Soul - a 8pc stu-

dent-band from Delaware State University - 
put the audience in a mellow mood.   Everyone 

then enjoy a delicious dinner prepared by the 
kitchen staff of the Modern Maturity Center 

and a short video presentation highlighting First 
State's accomplishments for 2009.   

After dinner and dessert, the crowd warmly 
welcomed Keynote Speaker Mr. Bill 

Yoast.  Drawing on his experience as a former 
coach, motivational speaker, and community 

activist, Mr. Yoast gave an exciting, moving talk, 
stressing the importance of having and pursuing 

dreams, coming together to overcome adversi-
ties, and supporting our youth. Coach Yoast 

was joined by Kerry Lundin and Daryl Stanton 
("Blue"), two original members of the Titans 

Football Team. 
It was a great evening of inspiration, celebra-

tion and, coincidently, birthdays. November 16, 
2009 not only marked the 44th anniversary of 

First State, it also happened to be Mr. Yoastõs 
85th birthday!  Executive Director, Bernice 

Edwards, presented Mr. Yoast with a football 
shaped birthday cake as the entire audience 

broke in to a chorus of 'Happy Birthday'.  It 
was a perfect ending to a wonderful evening! 

 

Remember the Titans Coach helps First State Celebrate 44 years 

Table Sponsor: $800Table Sponsor: $800Table Sponsor: $800    
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 

CITY OF WILMINGTON  

WEST END NEIGHBORHOOD 

HOUSE 

SOUTHEAST RURAL COMMUNITY 

ASSISTANCE PROJECT, INC 

 

Benefactor: $500Benefactor: $500Benefactor: $500    
EAST COAST PROPERTY  

MANAGEMENT 

 

LEO & PEGGY STRINE 

 

Patron: $250Patron: $250Patron: $250    
GREATER GEORGETOWN  

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

WILMINGTON TRUST BANK 

BETTY & GARY GRUNDER 

REHOBOTH ART LEAGUE 

CHICKõS 

FAMILY HEALTH OF DELAWARE 

NEW CASTLE COUNTY GVT 

 

Friend: $100Friend: $100Friend: $100    
RANDALL CASH 

MILFORD HOUSING DEVELOP-

MENT CORP. 

MINISTRY OF CARING 

WILLIAM & MARY JOHNSTON 

L & W INSURANCE 

Thank You!  

To our Sponsors  

Keynote Speaker Bill Yoast gives 

a moving and inspiring speech. Don Mathis, 

President/CEO 
of the National 

Community 

Action Partner-

ship delivers 

some opening 

greetings. 

Members of the Ellendale Civic Association enjoy the evening 

First State 

board  

chairwoman 

and 2009  

recipient of 

the Stanford 
L. Bratton 

Award,  
Peggy Strine 

greets guests.  

Gospel  

recording artist 

Eunice P. 

Wright of 
Bridgeville sings 

the hymn, 

òGreat is Thy 

Faithfulness.ó 

(l-r) First 

Stateõs 
Executive 

Director 

Bernice 

Edwards, 

2009 Em-

ployee of the 
Year Barbara 

Harmon and  

First State 

board vice 

chair Harold 

Stafford at 
the annual 

dinner. 

Congratulations  

Mrs. Barbara Harmon!!  
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Oc t oberñF i rs t 

Stateõs Senior 
Companion Pro-

gram celebrated its 
28th year with a 

volunteer apprecia-
tion luncheon at 

Modern Maturity 

Center in Dover.  
    Ninety-four (94) 

program partici-
pants referred to 

as òSenior Com-
panionsó were recognized for their participa-

tion and community service.  Several volun-
teers received recognition for their longevity in 

the program. Of them, Ms. Tillie Faulk was 
honored for 15 years of dedicated service to 

the program.  òIõve been a part of the program 
for a long time and enjoyed every bit,ó she said. 

     Senior Companions are volunteers who 
provide assistance, peer support and friendship 

to seniors and other disabledñphysically im-
paired individuals who have difficulty with daily 

tasks.  Companions assist with grocery shop-
ping, light meal prep, transportation and light 

housekeeping for over 600 individuals in Sus-

sex, Kent & New Castle counties. 

    òWe are appreciative to all of our volun-

teers for the compassion and care they give to 
their clients.ó Geraldine Horsey Program Man-

ager of the Senior Companion Program said.  
òOur clients are happy and independent be-

cause of them.ó 

    As the aging population grows so does the 
need for home assistance and popularity of the 

program. òWe are constantly seeing more and 
more requests for senior companionsó Horsey 

said. òKeeping up with the demand poses its 

own challenge. ò   
     Part of the challenge rests on funding for 

the program.  òThe need for companions is 
great,ó Horsey said, òhowever weõre limited in 
how many we can support. Taking on addition-

al companions requires additional funding.ó  
Companions earn a small tax free stipend to 

cover the cost of serving. Nonetheless, for the 
companion, the reward of their service is more 

personal than it is monetary.   

òIt keeps my mind and body active,ó a male 
companion said. Sixty-nine (69) year old Gloria 

Baynard states. òIt makes you appreciate all of 
Godõs blessingsñyour life, health and strength.  

Even at my age Iõm able to help somebody live 

betteré and thatõs a good feeling.ó 
 

The Senior Companion Programñ28 years and still kicking! 

 

Ms. Gloria Baynard shows her holiday spirit 

Youth Give Away Thanksgiving Food 

to Needy Families  

Pictured left to right: (Back row standing) Geosha Thomas, Aquasia Drummond, 

Mardis Powell, Francine Norman, Albert Norman, Deontae Drummond, 
Kendrique Nocks, Sonia Torres, Rodney Pacheco, Anthony Otero. (Front row 

seated) Rakaii Hammond, Deija Torres, Brandon Belmontez, Demetrius Parker.  

local families in need.   

 
The students collected various food itemsñmostly donated by family 

members and friendsñand created a box of thanksgiving spread. The 
boxes contained items from canned vegetables, fruit, a turkey, stuffing 
mix, cranberry sauce, pies, desserts, drinks, and handcrafted cards 

crafted for each recipient. Turkeys were donated by the teachers and 

staff of the afterschool program. 

 
Altogether, three low-income Sussex County recipientsñtwo fami-

lies and one disabled individualñwere presented with the food box-
es.  Of the two families was a Milton family of 5 who recently lost 

their home.  The mother, teary-eyed and thankful said, òYou just 
donõt know how much this means to me. I really didnõt know how I 

was going to feed my children or if we were going to have a thanks-
giving dinner or noté.This is such a blessing.ó   
 

And a blessing it was indeed. 

GeorgetownñWhile most children were contemplating all the 

things they wanted to receive this holiday season, a group of 

children decided they wanted to give back.   

 
The youth are all participants in First State Community Action 

Agencyõs Afterschool/DPN program at Richard Allen.  An idea 
drafted by the students themselves, the children chose to give 

back the community by preparing Thanksgiving food boxes for 

Family Resource Coordinator, Wade Jones gives a 

helping hand.    

In December with the 

help of Home Instead 
Home Health Care, the 

Senior  Companions 
provided gift packages 

to 12 senior citizens 
that might not other-

wise have a Christmas Gift.  The 
Senior Companion program has 

quietly participated in the Secret 

Santa program for many years. 


