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First State: Cultivating the Seeds of Change

May is National Community Ac popularly known as the Stimulu

I Peggy Strine, Month. This is a time for those Act. Community Action agencie
President us involved in the community ac including ours, have been truste
9 Harold Stafford, movement to spread the wi with the task of determining wha
Vice President about the work we do. First Siprograms will be funded with &

hosted several open house e\ portion of the monies that will

Evelyn Wilson, X
T y this month to educate the pu come from the passage of the ac

Secretary/Treasurer about what we do and also to le This is a big task and one we tak
:- R"’T]nfor‘:hA"eg . from the people in our communi very seriously. We are workiny

ev. Jonathan baker what their needs are and how closely with our board members, i
Beryl Barmore can better meet those needs. state government, community Bernice Edwards
Patricia Batchelor challenge you to think of crea members, and staff to determifglected programs to ensure the
Timothy G. CrawiBey ways that you can become invc where the funds will do the md¥ave everything they need to groy

. in your community and make y good. strong and prosper.

AI.ber.t B'dd_le little corner of the world a bet The funds from the act are a-onet 6 s an exci tinfp ti
Minnie SmitkBurton place to live in. time deal and the seeds they \giiateful for the opportunity to
Linda Chick In addition to the activities rels provide are precious. It is critig@rticipate. We have over 43
Eugene Dvornick, Jr to Community Action Month, ci that those seeds be sown into fé¢ars of experience in helping

munity action agencies across tile ground and produce a crop tf@mmunities grow and succeeq
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ﬁnre F%I?y country are in the spotlight nwill keep on giving long after th&d we look forward to a bountiful

=l RIS because of o ur inital funding is gone. e hamyestithis season.
Gail Launay ment of the American Reinvestr Once the initial seed funds dréease keep us in your thought
William Lecates and Recovery Act (ARRA), 1 distributed, we will monitor tfnd prayers as we move forward.
Roosevelt Nichols
Hattie Rucker Seniords Finding Opportunitie

For those over the age of The SCSEP program provides employment trainin

55, finding meaningfu and work experience for persons 55 years and overr
employment can be diffi- who meet the financial guidelines (with limited re-
cult even in the best of sources). As a participant, seniors will receive joh
times. For many local training and placement and earn minimal wages s

9 Bernice M. Edwards

_ _ seniors, finding a jobinwe| | as workerdés compenfsati
The Promise of this tough economy can seem to be a hopele existing income. In times past, individuals havf
Community Action pursuit. However, there is at least one brigh found jobs in local nonprofits such as libraries, com

spot for Sussex County seniors looking for extr mynity centers, social services agencies, and othdr
. ) i ncome. SCSER-sSenrdomnaudity places like First State.
0 Communi ty |Ac $eivioen Er_npl_oyment Program. ~ This prograi |y fact, the national SCSEP has helped millions pf
changes pelop!| ebich isladministsred in Sussex County by Fil Americans find jobs in community service and thd

embodies the spirit of State Community Action Agency, specializes private sector. Each year, more than 100,000 par
hope, improves helping seniors prepare for and find employmet ticipants receive job training and over 20,000 are

communities, and makes And best ohiringa.l | , t hey iplaced with forprofit, nonprofit, state and govern-
America a better place 5 _ _ _ ment employers. In Delaware alone, the SCSEP
to live. We care about SCSEPOGs mission 1is tc(program at First State has successfully providegh
the entire community trained, motivated, older workers who, becaus employment and training for over 5000 elderly per-
and we are dedicated to of_age,_ demonstrate _talent, experience, respon g« \iin the past 40 years.

helping people help bility, wisdom, and ¢For more information on the Senior Communit} | ¥
themselves and each have 81 participants in the program and are 100 ggryice Employment Program or to apply, call Ro

Bher. o tng to recruit 17 mMOr ayardat 308567761 ext 109. Hro-

gram Manager of the SCSEP program.
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Children get a Lesson on Seat Belts & Safety

S pictured: while theydre ridi rgd as is ¢hg asel ofe§r Md @lexisr

820 Program instructor Dowhes df daur@ avsoi was killed incaVear

during want to have a saf edCpCriodgernatm.spack i n Oct
mock crash of a crash can cause a toddler to be thrown

demonstra- ke Love, an instructor from the Univer- f r om t he car, 6 sai d
tion. sity of Delaware, facilitated the training.  drive home the message.

After the indoor presentation, the kids
Last March, two dozen students fromventured outside to watch a seatbelt and The young onlookers stared in amazement af
the La Casita Homework program in airbag demonstration given by three officthe mock scenery as one of their peers whis-

Georgetown, DE spent the day takingers of the Delaware State Police. pers, o0dondt be a dummy,

part in a vehicle safety training course . . . Fo_r ‘many of their immigra_nt families, this
developed specifically to teach youn the crash de_monstratlons, kids W|t—'5ra|n|ng may prove to be tlme well spent.
children about the importance of seat-nessed the possible outcomes of an accd T h ese kids wild.l t ak
belts, airbags, and vehicle safety laws dent where seat belts are worn and wheret h e i r parents, mo st

The impromptu training was created in® midsize adult and infant (in a car seats af et y | aws, 0 says

response to the recent van crash inVere placed in a haffize vehicle likethat 6 That 6s what s i mport

Bridgeville that took the lives of two Of @ typical sedanthen flipped around to _ _ _ _
young girls ages 9 and 12. Neithefeésemble a crash/collision  situationLove left the children with advice to take with

hen seat belts atbemotrm,t hteiier cphaarnecnetss
of a passenger surwiowirngaareaetgréatpeut ot
dLa Casita dependSoPga Mgndes. Byt incasgsowhergay s . oByoMompl| Paday
tion to take kids home and my hope isSeat belts are not worn, even- rpperly so much and | wanyouyd
that kids are really safety conscioudVoM, the worse case scenario likely oct an save a Iife. 56

child was wearing a seat belt.

. . . L ﬁ. Chef Papp is
Chef Gary Papp Stirring Up Great Things for First State ﬁ M == ! the CEO/
- i Founder of

Wl Essential Chef
i LLC, a private
B service offering

il catering, food-
%r\ficgﬁrainigg n

& consultation.

When our Executive Director, Bernice In just a few short months, Chef Gary h
Edwards, set out to find a new cheffalready had a remarkable impact on thEERSHE S
instructor f or o urmindsNattitudesVand oiiteek of thg You et
vocational food service program, shest udent s. And heds
knew exactly what she wanted and heticultural experience that is adding ne
standards were high. Professionalisntwists and style to Culinary Arts Program. And thatds not al l
Expertise.  Integrity. ~ Commitment. His Frenchinspired background has giveni-han like a Master Chef simulating a re
Those qualities were at the top of herhim a unique perspective on culinary tead}‘estaurant and professionaly environment tha
list. And, of course, they better know ing methods and he often draws upon thi

how to cook! to inspire his students to be creative andpe pighest level possible. To satisfy the st

Determined to settle for nothing skilled cooks. ~ ;
less than the best, Mrs. Edwards begail am teaching the students to apply Classdciarsli(t)ng”; invicters I?isvv:/ifg %orrz;inzarpas-s
the search by networking with her French techniques to contemporary globa] . -
peers throughout the DelMarVa areac ui s i_ ne, 6 he says. t@'l%ﬁ%ffrgifﬁg?%gggwt?egcp%tuire@' e &
This was followed by several rounds otulture, history and math into the dallya mazing Since Chef
advertising in local papers which nettedoutine along with utilizing exotic ingredi- een a dramati c i mp
interviews with viable candidates. Afterent s from around t Qe ma ruho%rstgnding éthé'aﬁhﬁ Bobd
six weeks of stirring the pot, she washave studied cuisines from all over th '
content to wait and let the cream rise world including Europe, South America, . .
to the top. The Mediterranean, Asia, Polynesia, Th%thngJOb rgI%teud ch'j”S' not be mor
The cream of the crop turned out Caribbean, and regional US| t 6 s %oop%tjat%r?aﬁqd professionalism Gary bring
to be Chef Gary Papp former execu- ure to share my knowledge and love for,.now We 6r Br Cgoamng o

tive chef at the Buttery Restaurant inf nt er nati onal food, §HBBsaddsvonder

A ful as
Lewes, DE. Chef Papp met all there- 0 Th e stu dents are ,.8k&Ststig Shi PlookStdwar to Mcﬂlﬁng
quirements and then some! And yesyAnn Morris, Program Manger of thidow

he surely can cook! Chef Papp accep®e 6 r e Eoofi am. OFo W IA%(ﬁv&hillqe *thg]gegrfhxislo{-/eﬁgr?Mr's' E%
ed the position to join the staff at Firstthey have been introduced to foods from,, .. 4o ihe journey is just beginning for.Che
State Community Action Agency andother cultures, preparing fresh ethnic dish- ’ .

took over the training program in es from scratch while learning to appreciatéDalpp and his students.

March of 2009. diversity.o
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First State Tax Team over $1,000,000 dollars in federal refung
. . I and $840,000 in state refunds was dispers
B”ngmgHometheDough- among these <client s|.

dough!

NEW a:
Il ot of

0So many people ben
ciative of our ser Vil
coordinator of the

response to our services was demonstratg
in so many ways verbally and often through
the offering of food for the volunteers. Cli
ents would bring donuts, pizza, and su
throughout the campaign to show their grat

itude.6

4ppr e-
i Spric
0Th

Mr. Kenneth Morgan
Family Resource Coordinator

Cars for Careers )
ping clients obtain reliab

. . ransportation for employment, Mr.
taxing! cial goals. Morgan will also be responsible fo

Along with the bountiful rewards of tax re
Nothing is certain but death and taxes animbursement, the clients were also educate 9Vhi|e hel
this year6s t ax -wela:ontheimportance of saving and having fingg-

q

The First State Mobile Tax Unit was at |

again, providing individuals with freetaxpreo It i s a very rewar
aration services throughout Sussex and Kent and First State Community Action Agenc tamilies to become self sufficient in khl
county. These services were made possit This is one more way First State Communi Pareas of education, employment, hqu
through the Earned Income Tax CrediAction Agency holds inTg rtr‘érf'spor‘?aHoh, afltf i c?)niua’0 O | Says
(EITC) Campaign, a statewide initiative d gxecutive Director, Bernice Edwards. hopes they will become more sglf
signed to help individuals with low to moder reliant and less dependent upon dof-
ate incomes save and receive money! Congratulations, Tax Team, and Thank YOU  n ment al benef i‘trls | Tha

bl

The tax _tea_m filed federa_l and state r_etum for a job well done! but we have confidence in you, K
for 740 individuals, creating a cossavings Welcome aboard

of hundreds of dollars per person. A total o
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Local Youth & Organizations Tejam u

Saturday, March 28onedf6s healt h,
20093 First Stater onment , 6 sai
Community Actondi nat or of F
1 Agency teamed up withprogram at Richard Allen. Agency. 0This day we C
Georgetown Boys and Girls Club to host a more of them becoming part of the
0OKick Butts Dayo6 celCersidenthe facts - Tobacse ose GeltesooMnut i on and not tlhe pro
DE. Over 160 young people from Sussésading preventable cause of death in the U.S.,
County joined thousands of kids across thelling over 400,000 people annually; 53,088ces: Americamg Assoc., Delaware Division of Public Health, and§he
country to take part in an nationwide, antipeople die from secortland smoke everyFampaian for Tobacco Free kids 2008 reports
tobacco campaign designed to empower kigear. Every day, more than 4,000 kids -
to be advocates, leaders, and activists in ttreeir first cigarette; another 2,000 kids b
effort to stop youth tobacco use. come addicted smokers, orthird of whom
Part of the celebration included a cigaretteill die prematurely as a result. In Delawa
butt clearup which was postponed due t®4% of high school students and 45.2%
heavy showers. H o whaddi€ dchool stuflefits shoke clyareiel d
dampen the spirits and drive of the youth.
Large numbers of kids still congregated in the The facts speak for themselves. Educat
multipurpose rooms of the Boys & Girls Clulal efforts like these are necessary for our
to learn about the effects of tobacco andommunities.
secondhand smoke. Groups performed orig-
inal songs, dances, and short-skits encouragng When participants were asked to com-
their peers to not smoke. The day endethent about the event, thirteen year old Ken-
with a minicarnival and a basketball and chegsa Ne a | remar ked, o0l
tournament at the Georgetown Armory. and | learned a lot. | will definitely tell my
oThi s event gave bDuorenydosutrhoti nt oSemekE,
County an opportunity to stand out and e r chimed in. ol

speak up against something_as harmfm asNpoOT cool ! 6 Youth listen as Volunteer Wanda Hopkins talks|tof
bacco and the devastating impact it has ono Ou r goal i s to s|/@mabo@sthdking. Chi | dr en Ifir vi ng

f ami | ysuccessfulmhealthyi, smoeker aa d Ijti lve se b
d S an disaydHBemieerEdwards? ExecgtiveaDine¢-C o o r -
rst St ot ef disst DaeNCoramudity Adtidng r s ¢ h o c

Special thanks to the Delaware Divisiol
of Public Healtho

Community Contract. Funding for the
Contract is provided by the Delaware
Health Fund and managed by the Ame

ican Lung Association of Delaware.
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