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Ordinary People Doing Extraordinary Things

ltds the small oG6Gieat,

tunities that can help change {bghers seldom come...but small
You donbt have \_/vorld. Somethingassimpleas_'hglpr%% come daily
Oprah Winfrey to make an impact "9 @" elderly person, mentoring a -lvy Baker Pries
society. young person in your commu_nltycl) rortunity awaits you. Take 4
church, visiting the sick and dlsak{/ tage of every opportunit
Ordinary people who take the timi or donating to a local shelter ¢ 9 every opportunity
: 9 : Make a positive change in yd
do even the most simple acts of (have the greatest impact on an- . )
can make an extraordinary impacot her 6s | i fe, w@NMUPY bgitpreatqr small. g

their communities. tyil not to mention, your own! .
4 y Bernice Edwards

Longwood Foundation Show Support for Renovations

First State receive support for Sussex Coun-
ty CAA expansion.

organizations.

A proposal to renovate
introduced in 2007 as a result of a feasibility stud

First State Community Action Agency liica indicating the need to increase its physical capacity
statewide nonprofit agency serving lemcome €nsure availability and accessibility of services o
Delawarean§ was recently awarded a challengéhe next five years. The cost of demolishing arj

grant from the Longwood Foundation towards itsconstructing an entirely new building mounted g
capital campaign renovations project $3.5 million. A more feasible alternativeo reno-

vate and reconfigure the existing Siteoppled to

The trustees of Longwood Foundation awardeggop 000. Only few renovations had been conduct
First State with a challenge grant to assist with TeNQ- the warehouseturned-office building

vations to its 7Byear old Sussex County headquar-_ =~ )
ters in Georgetown upon the conditions it raisesO Wi t ht he doubling

h j . . ? .
?SEO.,OOO tc;waristt eStSQO0,0QO prolzct cgsts - l\tIOW, 6 B Otl wa rhd S| S ? 'h q.
orrrs ate 15 orng G &% lvboor()/(g( paortlecippatl%sn(
community who need employment, housing, and )
financial assistance. We want to see the communifjg 0f December 2010, donation support from thg

rally towards this causded cyPiSd brharnd, dat Pbht
dent of the Longwood Foundation. several others in the community have helped th

A social service agency raise an upwards of $200,(
OWe are so grateful t o Found

OV\Il_aI%SntﬁeWI%'gC ation an

to every contributor who has generously supporte({ project. ) )
Atcr,eiisonimportant project,O@hUl:i#3963'kS'tw?atdttzgdsbr_E'x%%ufi’:1
; ; so that we can break ground and begin constructig
P regtey gernyce Efpyélagd,s said. i |l ate s pgrJ ingl e agr l'y su

n
Building floor plans have been drafted and the aggp- ggy Strine said. oW

cas

chitectural designs of the site. When complete the communi t 6
the new facility will include 26 modernized y )
(professional) office spaces, exterior windows, EOF ~mor e about First
small private conference room, higéch computer Renovation Project including donor pledge infor-
lab, and a 2,700 square foot Community Resourdgation and naming opportunities, contact the offig
and Training Center to house leading edge emplogt 302856-7761.

ment trainings, housirglated seminars, after- The Longwood Foundation does not receive an
school programs, and other events.
center will be available to community residents anﬁion Agency,

rom

Inc.

dilapidating conditions, we realize the time to do sp

cy is working with area contractors to prepare ar-aach our goal and we hope to garner more supporf

Use of thgervices or benefits from First State Community Adt

otplpor s malli t i e
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Celebrating 45 Years & Power of Partnerships

as well as funding entities statewide to proyoung girl.

Doveri On Monday November 15, 2010,
First State Community Action Agency, celed O
brated 45 years of service at the ModernDelivering an inspirational message to th
Maturity Center. Over 300 people attended power and value of partnership was even

agency. Mrs. Arlene Serrano from fessor at the University of Central Florida.

award. does, 6 she said. . .
ations to come].0

Mrs. Evelyn Wilson, current board memberDr. Massiah credited her success to the You ma have be
and director ofCoverdalecommunity center partnership between First State Communi’tf irst | g of the
in Coverdale Crossroads (Bridgeville DE)Action Agency and the Coverdale Cross- )
received the agency deadspcommunity which created tswnnnea(% thdand-vour role is no less im-
Bratton award for her commitment to com- enrichment programs and positive opportu- Y

. . . . portant. éVictory
munity service. nities to neighborhood youth. .
woneél am proof o

Power of Part ner s hi png Reégiorfali Imcentive $rairang EMER
edged its more than 100 community partprogram and dedicated teachers
ners. Woodbridge High School which helped

OFirst State part nerhgr QW ?nﬂ su&cgerq?ca%emi%a@/@.?% ati

I n accordance with 8he elsoespoasedthe MihoeitmEngine}-T he
|

Georgetown DE, an employee of 39 years) They say nothing g (gr% I&’Ia;ss&ag ﬁpgogra%SantudleBc?imeeué Via
received the 2010 employee of the yeaer dal e Cr ossroadsél ath |ia\/qu% %WW%? ttw%tp
your par pass th at

not see orLreceive acclaim for the victory|

)k n oy

vide critical services and programs to help Thr ough your comnfi t me

3 the poor become sel6 uf fi ci enm§. €arsvi heass met myj] Wes
(I-r) Event speaker Dr. Carolyn Thomadassiah, Mrs. | Which have benefitted over 10,000 individu; g your success. 0
Evelyn Wilson (2010 Stanford L. Bratton Recipient), and i i i | L .
Mrs.yBernice E((jwards (First State Executive Igirect)or) ;| St Ba " -d E(fj a ;ﬂl Sl Id €S ' DI’F I\Iﬁalss§ah IlRe?ieSd.'indlv}Idl?an[JCCe%s [JE xee
Iréctor bernice edwards. said. the process by which natural coal be

0These partnershi ps cdmasvdiamdndsiope &k e Fidrisatrgo$tdas
what we coul d n e vtransforgajionaqf ap dndigdual takeg
gwch time, process [work], and perse-
yerance. There are diamonds in economg
icaly disadvantaged and poverty stricken

the annual event. speaker Dr. Carolyn Thomallassiah, for- . . |
Members of the Board and staff were recogr native of Coverdale Crossroads °°m'?ec'>ggbgrzogd§ shkec%mr/r?ﬁilen icrt0 > ar

. h o - gmuni’[y (Bridgeville DE) now Marketing Pro- ) . yl p
nized for their dedication and service to the to mine [discover]|thel

e |
en]the
rhceé’

chn b
f hat .

(I-r) First State
Board Chair and
Mistress of Cere-|

mony Peggy

Strine, Board
Vice-Chair Har-
old Stafford, 2014
Employee of the

Year Arlene ]
Serrano, and Fir: ‘

ia ;
State Executive :
Director Bernice
Edwards.
A

- P@UJERa Pc“:w.?rs}lp_s

Q.

First State employees(J LaSonya Oney, Lynda Littleton, al

. ) . Dr. Massiah (second left) stands with former
‘ ‘ ¢ ‘ Evelyn Jackson are all smiles during the evening. Woodbridge High school teachers ) Kay Sue
Hardesty, Helen Gierske, and Rev. Diane MeJ-

son.Dr. Massiah credits her teachers for teach-
Than k ’ ’ ‘ ’ ’ ’ ’ ‘ ’ ’ ‘ ing her to write and for enrolling her into

programs that helped her succeed academicall

ASSISTANCE PROJECT, INC (RCAP)

YO u | Sustainer: $5000 Benefactor: $500 ¢
® & 6 O o o o
BANK OF AMERICA LEO & PEGGY STRINE
To our .
2010 Event Table Sponsor: $800 Patron: $250 Eriend: $100
en WESMAR ASSOCIATES
Sponsors SOUTHEAST RURAL COMMUNITY MI LTON LI ONG6S CLUB

PEOPLEGS PLACE, | .
NEW CASTLE COUNTY "Congratulations

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY  GREATER GEORGETOWN Mrs. Arlene Serrano!!

SERVICES SHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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Something good is brewing at First State! CHHS Administrators get taste of
The ageamow M 0r e Cdimary RArisn g student ds cooking
Vocational program has been stirring up some Bom Aoogit
i i ich i i on étit!
major attention which is why it has been chosen On De%%mber 21, 2010, Cape Henlopen High School Admirjis-
as t his Mogt&uctessiuldogram ! trators got a firsthand look at their students as they skillfull;J
cut, sliced, diced, sautéed, whipped, baked and broiled a deji-

About the Now Wedre Cooking P

TheNow We 8 r prog@m, inktruated by Chef Gary Papp, is §
life skills and vocational training culinary arts program for high sch
students with learning disabilities. The program, now in fty&ar, is
administered by First State Community Action Agency in partners
with local school districts including Cape Henlopen, Seaford, and

Laurel.

# of Students enrolled in 2010 -2011 school year: 35
Enrollment: is offered to students gradesl9 in one of the partner-
ing schools.

Students attend classes 4 days a week for 3 hours where they pré¢pz
special dishes.

Chef Papp is the Owner and Founder of Essential Chef LLC (LeweS. . « i .
DE) and has spent the last three years teaching students in the uﬁfured eft o figft 1s Program Managerifo w We 0 1 slandm barksn
p y 9 y raProfessional Peggy Kirby, Demetrius Williams, Shaquan Johnson, Alannf Hall,

cuIinary arts program. Anna Marie Schneider, Chef Instructor Gary Papp, Maris Schellinger, Para
Professiopal Eugena Dickersgn, Maria Ruiz, and AdministratgraQHHS

For more information about Nowspd¥geautaRn Cler@nfidKdonReGmith, Cape Bisticfofict SupEvisofp@ir a m

joL eruEQ(fJH for the executive guests.

Manager Mary Anne Morris at 36856-7761. Conrad, and Special Programs Facilitator Angie Biller. Not pictured: students
Rasheed Ayers, Trey Par son BriadDo®aup Henl op
P delicious lunch featuring foods from Delagoals."
Senator Carper visits ware that focused on fresh, local prod-About the program:

Now Wedr e Co q}:tskcarpenwgched as the class demon- Chef Papp says:The Now We're Cook-
strated their cooking and baking skillsle ing program provides students a safe arjd
A group of said he was very impressed with how thepositive work environment featuring freshly
young chefs in students handled their chef knives and preprepared menus from regional to global
training got a pared the menu while working together ascuisine. The students gain valuable life sk{ls
‘warm, wel- a team. He even attempted to properly and job readiness skills as well as enjoy|a
coming visit dice an onion in the true classic Frenchdifferent and healthy meal every class." W
from  Wash- manner, only giving up on the onion andravel the globe to introduce culture, histo-
ington.  Stu- humoring the class by walking around witliy and current events through cuisine.’
dents in First his hand covered in ketchup to appear as After the meal Carper said," What a
St at dldws blood! great program, you are doing a terrific joh
We g r’de C @eddfor Carper wrote in a personal notewith these students!"
I n goodser- after his visit. "The program is clearly bene-
vice' program ficial on several levels. Obesity is one of th W.h ;amar?tr:al\J/\/(ijncehgllt(Sseafo:d I()—|i\g:/;$gid e
received a largest healthcare problems in the Uniteq, >

visit from U.S. States, costing all of us billions of dollars he program helps her leam new skills an

Senator Thomas Carper Thursday mornyear. By focusing on fresh, local ingredieni,?z : i rl: 2 sss é hem to hellp her
Ing. your work with the students teaches them, not her ’ Seaford stludent
Senator Carper0s famidp tWas$ rinapmil GQS@c%ﬁnil%gftoer-Lir&%tgte '%Igmp\faereec%otk-i g hab

cause he had heard about the unique prdits. | also enjoyed hearing about how yo
gram and its great food, and he wanted taise your menus as a jumping off point fo
experience it firsthand. lessons in culture, geography and math.
Senator Carper took time to sit with was clear from the students' enthusiasm S

students from Seaford and Cape Henloand respect that you are also providing CZ?SS
pen School Districts getting to know theinvaluable lessons in self esteem."chats with
classes and talking about everything from He continues, "Your passion for the pro- students
food preparation, favorite dishes, whaigram is evident. I've long been a big fan of ¢ror
theydve 1l earned s othefFigst State Tominihiey Adlioh Agehcg Myign
Then it was off the kitchen where the and the good work they do. People like you school
Senator and students helped prepared are essential in helping them achieve their

g" because they get to try new foods angl
have something new and different each

J
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Local Families get Free Portraits Kindness
; The Gift that Keeps on Giving

Otiero Family:

llleano Otiero

pictured with ,ST\

sons Jonathal
(left) and

Anthony
Otiero (right).

The Pachech®arker Family (picturedr): Ariah Parker, mother Lucesi
ta Pachechd’arker, Rodney Parker Jr., father Rodney Parker Sr. holding
youngest son Ronniere Parker, Marquez Pacheho, Maria Parker, ar?ij

Demetrius Parker.

First State teamed up with Children and Families First and Help-Portraitd a network of
photographers across the state and countryd to offer free family portraits to low-income
families in Sussex County.

The Showell family of six, the Otiero family of three, and the Parker family of eight were
among the twenty-eight families to benefit from these services.

iThis is our first family portrait, o Rod({Wg

AfWedre so happy and thankful .o

AfThese are pr edcyioouu sc amobniengs back in tinf
Sandi Hagans of First State said. Alto
who woul dnét have the means to do so. 20

Help-Portrait is a global movement of photographers using their time, gear, and exper-
tise to give back to those in need. For more information, visit www.help-portrait.org.

Take a look at some of the captured memories at the 2010 Help  -Portrait event in Childhood moments: children smile
Georgetown & > for promotional photo.

First St at e Partner assisted her with some rent and utility expenses to prevent evicti
of her and her five children, the youngest just six years old. Tarf

fath

hese

o of

n
ya

the Childrendenrolled in First Stateds Profnoti

In December 2010, Management Program where she worked with a case manage

First State Community

Action Agency part- financial management and mord |l t hough Tanya

nered with WBOC's Irom cotrlnpletle r?coveryihs?r:e has smcehobtalnledt ad-pme job _arjd |
Bless Our Children to requently volunteers wi e agencyVhen selected as a recipien

provide Christmas of Bless the Children, she writes:

presents to needy I have a mix of feelings right now, first of all for being blessed by the H
families this holiday Children foundation, secondly First State Community Action, and thirdly
season. Thirty-three Bernilce Edwl?rds forkkee[():irr]lg the programslimple;nentedf thrcIJugh dthﬁ afge
i : tional, as well as making Christmas a special time for my family and the fa
(33) ff’.‘m"'es (73 chil- have helpedl know my children will appreciate all that you have done fdr t
dren)lnSugsexand am very, very thankful because |
Kent Counties wereé  or them or how my bills were going to be fpaid.very GRATEFUL to you all

with new toys, clothes, charitable work that you have done, did, and going to do for others at thi
coats, and even back- year. (All Year Around!'yvould like to thank you once again for this speci

packs during my time of need.
- Special thanks go to the Draper Holdings Charitable Foundation, In
;lhe Cgeekrg(;]r_ﬁj Famlly_o_f Georr?_etownTIPD]E ;Nasfl one of thﬁnd every donor who has contributed to Bless Our Childrefirst

ess Our Children recipients this yearThe family experi- dE?ﬁate also thanks each staff member and volunteer who has laborg

enced serious hardship when Tanya, mother and sole provi the holid t d ant t f mak
of the family, lost her job back in February 2010. Unable [9 rr}ln|g| 3 00|s ayzlrk]] prrﬁgae?afgeggyoi: ;:flf;a))?tlgor;%gmr}n;”grgeg

keep pace with the mounting bills and rent, Tanya sought h?,\f)
through First State Community Action AgenciThe agency ere able to experience a Wonderful and Merry Christmas!

to

locate employment, access reliable transportation, learn buddet/

admi

ess Our
for Mrs.
hcy func-
hilies you
em.

di dng¢
or

time of
| gift

blessed this holiday  everything you do and have done. Please keep up the good, honest, ]aring and

Q.
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Seniors Get Second Chance, Godds Way

’selvesdisplacedbythegrowingbeyond what s askgd of h

- market of seemingly healthier s hows up on time dveryda
young adults. For those_sep- OWhat ds most rewarfding i
iors transﬂwmng from prisof with people like teslie,
the struggle is even greater. er says.

;I'ake tge St0r¥ of L(E)Séie Irgram,As a job developer, Winder has the
rom ( g:)rg(tehOV\/Srl )- Cn_ t challenge task of finding the right candi
gram exited e SUSSeX Lounly yates and matching them with the right

Corrections Work Release . . o
Program and came to the agen_temporary jobs, in hopes it will lead to

~ cy seeking assistance with find-Something greater, like a fidlme job.
| ing a job. Winder notes that there are many sen-

N iors and retirees whq carry the talent,
— — cSomeone tol d. kﬁis,a% %tHutsias?nﬁJe\l/ rk but are
55 years old Leslie Ingram works diligently, labeling and placingnew & 9 € N.CYy —an g sal ften 09e |§6|?e(¥ be Cal?séj fg e..orin
inventory on the shelves. help you, 8 so went, o q ngr agm . .
said Lesli eds casSe, thdgir cri
Despite daunti rospects of finding a 0They deserve a sdqcond c
OWe all make miStakes'(ﬁ)'%ﬁe‘?mésyeggﬁggiou{]n‘?aﬁ gg aer said. OAn oppgqrtunit
second chance. 6 10D, the workforce and make a positive

changé

i i mpact on the community.
"She came to the agency and applied to the

Those were the words that came from Rosaly

Winder, Job developer of First State Commu- Sg:ior Employme tpro%:am. Jntlgram ngsWi nder adds, oWith First
she (‘[;) | MUy

nity Action Agencyds o't r wi thg ol doBysmeWhaty Ptrhorgirfatng ou?d
vice Employment Program during a recent site y Hﬁ) 4 y g " y

Visit to the Godds Wa¥P®Thrift Store in RPPPbPgthat chancg.o
Delaware. 0l love my job.o | Wity a gratefulesmile Ingrammesponds. p T h e

0 5 h i f
Winder recounts the struggles many lew peop l € h ere are gr egacio.?o ; ﬁ? N ; U,L ne E my ] :3 Im f h
income seniors face when competing for jobs.0 L es |l i e is an aweso e “wo'rk'e™9 ¢° Atiev e
From the disabled (but workable), to the very Mc Ceny, furni tur e sl eCsh afoCrek elr0 adti Vo fPeasC k -
aged, to those forced to renter the work- Way said. She makes sure our volunteers
force from retirement, many seniors find them-are fed, does her job (going above and

o

First State Community Action Agency
Menu of Programs & Services

I't is First St at e 0-eicomeaDelawareans athieseseconomic stabilithaad apetter ovay of life.  $lardist of
our programs and direct services designed help individuals, families, and communities in need.

Family Services Housing Services Employment Services Community Services

Family Selufficiency Case  Home Ownership Counseling Senior Employment Program  Afterschool Programs

Management
Home Energy Conservation Culinary Arts Foodservice Community Forums
Promoting Safe and Stable Weatherization Training
Families Community Organizing/
Firsttime Homebuyers: loan  Senior Companion Program  Needs Assessment Planning
Life Skills Training assistance
Job Skill Development Drug Prevention Program
Emergency Food Financial Literacy Counseling
Job Placement Assistance Leadership Development
Medial Transportation Mortgage Default Counseling
Translation Services/Hispanic
Career Closet Reverse Mortgage Counseling Outreach
Senior Medicare Patrol Credit Counseling Resource Development

Ask about any of our programs and services. Call 1 -800-372-2240 or visit www.firststatecaa.org for more information.
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Fall/Winter Highlights

Seaford High School student::
ing Program are seen pictured with US Senator Tom Carper.
Family Resource Coordinator Jamasine Mathews is in the h
day spirit...check out her antlers!!

Chef Gary Papp from Lewes assists student Anna Marie Sc
der as she sautés onions for the stridgeahn casserole.
Youth from Polly Branchoés A
with Delaware State UniversityM Coordinator, Dean Purnell
Say Cheese! Susan Franckowiak (supervisor at Nanticoke S
Center) is pictured with oldest Senior Employment Program
participant, 83year old Mrs. Ruth Ann Jackson.

Ités Picture Time! Sisters
for their portrait at the family portrait event.

Senior Companion Rosa Miller from Millsboro smiles during
Volunteer Recognition Luncheon.

Feliz Navidad! Students fra
Program prepare to entertain parents the program holiday p
Graduate Tammy Danieloung from Bridgeville (center)
stands with certificate of completion in hand alongside Exec
tive Bernice Edwards and Chef Instructor Phil Harris at the
Adult Culinary Arts Graduation.

. Youth from the Afterschool Program send a message of peg
parade watchers during the MLK parade in Lewes.
. Community Development specialist Ava Hardy looks stunnin
in her evening gown at Firs
Housing Counselor Grace Bolden frantically tears through b
and gift wrapping in a race for a grand prize.

First Statebds Michelle John
Sandy Hagans, and Larry Johnson walk it out at the 2010 Al
can Heartwalk event. |
. Two sisters are too cute to be mean in their dragon costume
during La Casitabds Hall owee
. West End Neighborhood House staff member tutors Wilming
student in a youth development program funded by ARRA in
partnership with First State.

Bernice Edwards and La Casita Coordinator Joe McCarron
with two 2010 Bless Our Children recipients.

Picture Perfect Smile: Afte
holds up sign to complete t
. 0Drug Dealers Drug Users: Y
the entrance of a West Side Rehoboth Community.

. Justin Espinal and Zhyann Curtis impersonate President Ba
and First Lady Michelle Obama during the MLK Parade.







